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Table 2. HIV NA and IFN titres in sera from patients with AIDS-related eomplex

Patient no. Neutralizing titre IFN titre*
21 16 0
22 64 0
23 0 0
24 0 0
25 32 0
26 128 0
27 256 0
28 512 0
29 256 0
30 512 0
31 0 0

* on WISH cells

On the basis of parallel titration on WISH and MDBK cells, based on
neutralization with anti-Hu-IFN-¢ immune serum as well as on treatment
at pH 2.0, in the vast majority of cases the IFN activity proved to be acid-
labile IFN-« except of one AIDS patient (No. 39, Table 4). Serum sample
of this patient contained both acid-labile and acid stable IFN-a. Out of the
40 control sera, 8 samples contained acid stable IFN-« in titres below 1 : 10.
We failed to detect acid labile IFN-« in any of the control serum samples.

Discussion

High titered virus NA could be detected in asymptomatic HIV-carriers.
It is reasonable to assume that during the asymptomatic phase of HIV
infection high-titred antibodies have a beneficial effect by preventing in-
fection of a large amount of susceptible target cells. HIV-neutralizing anti-

Table 3. HIV NA and IFN titres in sera i‘rnm AIDS patients

Patient no. Neutralizing titre IFN titre*
32 0 10
33 0 20
34 0 20
35 0 0
36 16 0
37 0 20
38 64 40
39 256 20

* on WISH cells
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demonstrated an early peak of serum acid-labile IFN-a during HIV infection
mainly in the homosexual males, but rarely in the haemophiliacs. This dif-
ference can be explained by repeated allogeneic stimuli of homosexual males.
Most AIDS patients had relatively high serum IFN titres. Surprisingly,
we have failed to detect IFN in serum samples from patients with ARC.
Capobianchi et «l. (1987) found that the production’ of acid-labile TFN-«
could be induced by HIV-infected cells rather than by the HIV alone.
Hence, the late peak of serum acid-labile IFN-« may be the consequence
of expansion of the HIV-infected cell population.
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